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Tliis plan was followed to the letter, Mr. Baker never failing to appear at the stroke of seven, often having to wait an hour, or even more, if the President was still in conference; and as faithfully carrying out his contract with all the other newspaper men,
I always tried to be at home and ready for dinner in time to attend these interviews between the President and Mr. Baker. In this way I kept in constant touch with the work of the Conference and made it unnecessary to burden my weary husband with questions. Mr. Baker's alert mind was always eager to grasp every subject. He kept up a continual fire of questions and never was satisfied until he had each point clarified. So it was a stimulating half-hour.
Mr. Wilson inaugurated these meetings purely out of justice to Secretary Lansing, and to compose any difference that may have threatened to arise between him and Colonel House because the newspaper men seemed to prefer the latter as a source of news. In the President's mind was not the least suspicion that Colonel House's sessions with the press were deliberate on his part, or calculated to magnify the Colonel's importance at the expense of his colleagues.
The Baker conference over, a quick bath and change put the President in a more rested state for dinner. As I have said, we attempted no official entertaining, though usually one or two interesting men would join us for dinner. As a little departure from the routine, we accepted an invitation to a performance at the Theatre des Champs Elysees, by the Argonne Players of the yyth Division, of which I had been made an honorary member. It was an original revue written and first produced behind the Argonne Forest front. The players, most of them professionals before the War, had been recruited from the front lines and gun pits. They had formed a permanent theatrical unit which at this time was touring the A.E.F. Among my mementoes is a programme autographed by each member of the cast.
It was also about this time that I made the acquaintance of